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The 2021-2022 school year marks Mikw Chiyâm’s seventh year! 

From day one, the program has been owned by the Cree School 

Board (CSB) and powered by the team at inPath. The Cree School 

Board and inPath work together each year to move toward locally-

run, sustainable arts programming for youth. 

As part of its commitment to “living programs,” the inPath team 

takes feedback from Mikw Chiyâm students, teachers, and school 

administrators it the Mikw Chiyâm Program remains responsive to 

the creative ideas that come from students living throughout Eeyou 

Istchee.

As a non-profit organization, inPath creates connections between 

schools, communities, and the creative sector through music 

and arts-based programming. The inPath team co-designs and 

implements creative programs, workshops, and learning experiences 

from coast to coast, including the Mikw Chiyâm Program, N’we Jinan 

Integrative Arts Studios, N’we Jinan Mobile Production Studios, and 

the N’we Jinan ArtWorks Program.

inPath’s team is committed to the transformative power of creative 

processes. All programs Powered by inPath provide opportunities 

for youth to share their stories widely, connect with their peers, and 

build skills that support them in feeling confident and supported in 

creatively shaping the future.
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15
Artists From 

Eeyou Istchee*

9 Schools 
Full Mikw Chiyâm Program

Mikw Chiyâm
Year at a Glance

4 Artists funded by ESDC***

6 Artists funded by ELAN**

Ý We provide this information to honour our commitment to the CSB to increase the number of Indigenous and local artists participating in the 
program. We acknowledge, however, that people are not numbers. We are working towards making the program more accessible to Indigenous 
artists, especially artists in Eeyou Istchee, and to building stronger relationships with the artists who participate in the program.

**English Language Arts Network
***Employment and Social Development Canada

3 
Lead Artists

2
Emerging Artists

6
Youth Artist Assistants

2
Local Artists

Artists 
in Residence

In-School 
Artist Residencies

20 28

Students Enrolled
24% of total  school population 

in participating schools

484
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Highlights
Program Continuation
All nine communities now have the full Mikw Chiyâm Program in their 

schools. In total, 20 residencies took place throughout the 2021-2022 

school year.

11  6-week residencies

4   4-week residencies

5    7 – 10 week extended residencies (adapted COVID-19 schedule)

9    Communities with continued programming

“If it weren’t for this program I would 
have never started my path to become 

an animator and digital artist.” 

– ArtWorks Young Professional Artist 

Continued Training & Skill 
Building Opportunities for 
Eeyou Youth
In the spring of 2020, inPath received federal funding for 

N’we Jinan ArtWorks: Exploring Creative Pathways with 

Indigenous Youth (ArtWorks). Through this program, inPath 

has expanded its capacity to offer paid work and training 

experiences for Eeyou youth under the age of thirty and 

support them in building job readiness skills. ArtWorks has 

also created internship and mentorship experiences and 

built opportunities for Eeyou youth to connect with other 

Indigenous youth from coast to coast. 

In 2021-2022, ArtWorks offered six Eeyou youth paid 

opportunities to support residencies as YAAs. In total, 

19 Eeyou youth participated in the N'we Jinan ArtWorks 

Program in 2021-22, gaining valuable and transferable 

employability skills in the creative sector.

Read more about how this program is providing 

opportunities for Eeyou youth on page 11.
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“Working with [Whitney French] was inspiring 
and invigorating. We respected each other's 
boundaries and were able to communicate well 
together. Whitney is very organised and it has 
helped with the flow of the residency, even though 
the attendance complicated things since it was 
sporadic. This artist was creative and willingly 
adapted to the last minute change of plans and to 

the reality of the school and community.” 

– Lylyane Lamothe, 

Mikw Chiyâm teacher in Nemaska
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Total Enrollment by Year
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Enrollment 2021/22

“I'm looking forward to a school year 
without restrictions and closures. 
The difficulties of the last three years 
cannot be overstated, and through that 
and despite that, a level of normalcy 
has persisted inside the Mikw Chiyâm 
classrooms and they’ve been an 
invaluable outlet for students during 

those unique and challenging times.”

– Mikw Chiyâm teacher

Program 
Enrollment

484 
Total Students 

Enrolled W
hapm

agoost
ui

118

44 51

1924

4438

7175

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22

46
7

71

172

248
314

484

56.4%
Cycle 243.6%

Cycle 1
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2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22

Mistissini (Year 7) 7 31 27 53 45 40 118

Waskaganish (Year 6) - 9 11 36 36 34 24

Chisasibi (Year 6) - 6 13 36 40 27 71

Nemaska (Year 5) - - 20 28 31 14 19

Whapmagoostui (Year 4) - - - 19 21 34 75

Wemindji (Year 3) - - - - 60 36 38

Eastmain (Year 3) - - - - 15 44 44

Waswanipi (Year 2) - - - - - 50 51

Oujé-Bougoumou (Year 2) - - - - - 35 44

Total 7 46 71 172 248 314 484

Total High School 
Enrollment

Total  Mikw Chiyâm 
Enrollment

% of High School Students 
Enrolled in Mikw Chiyâm

Mistissini 384 118 31%

Waskaganish 245 24 10%

Chisasibi 516 69 13%

Nemaska 86 18 21%

Whapmagoostui 118 52 44%

Wemindji 177 38 21%

Eastmain 102 44 43%

Waswanipi 174 51 29%

Oujé-Bougoumou 71 43 61%

Total 1873 457 24%

2021/22 grades and attendance data are reflective of exceptional circumstances 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Enrollment data updated June 2022

Mikw Chiyâm students represent 24% of all students in participating CSB schools, 
including Waswanipi and Oujé-Bougoumou, which had intro programs in 2020/21.

Mikw Chiyâm enrollment by community & year (2015-22)

School enrollment in relation to Mikw Chiyâm enrollment by community (2021-22)
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Community Support
Through community support, artists 

were able to navigate local self-isolation 

and testing requirements, including 

coordinating the delivery of groceries 

and other necessities while they were 

in isolation. The Cree School Board’s 

Department of School Operations, school 

administration, Mikw Chiyâm teachers, 

and Community Education Administrators 

were instrumental in supporting artists and 

making in-person residencies possible.

Ongoing Adaptations
For the second consecutive school year, Eeyou Istchee was impacted by 

an uptick of COVID-19 cases following the winter break. This resulted in 

extended school closures, and a shift to online and hybrid learning models. 

To adapt to the evolving situation, inPath worked with the CSB Department of 

School Operations to create an alternative residency schedule. As the schools 

remained closed following the winter break, inPath and the CSB elected 

to postpone the start of Residency 2 to February 14th, 2022 (from January 

24th, 2022). The new start date allowed for the CSB to gauge the impact and 

severity of the outbreaks, and allow for adaptation to fluctuating protocols. 

COVID-19 Response
Community Safety
As the COVID-19 pandemic continued to impact schools and communities throughout the 2021-2022 school year, Mikw Chiyâm 

Programming continued to adapt to ensure the safety of students, teachers, artists, and community members. Guided by the Cree School 

Board’s Department of School Operations, the Mikw Chiyâm Program adapted to address students’ immediate needs and continued 

nurturing opportunities for connection, creativity, and support while honouring the program’s agreement with the Cree School Board and 

inPath artists. 

In August 2021, inPath implemented an internal vaccine mandate to ensure artists traveling to communities were adequately protected 

against COVID-19. Additionally, artists were required to adhere to the local self-isolation and testing requirements in place at the time.  

To ensure health and safety requirements were followed, inPath worked with the Cree School Board to create a COVID-19 addendum in 

2020/21, and in 2021/22 adapted this to the realities of the current year. The addendum outlined the responsibilities of artists traveling to 

communities during the pandemic.
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In addition to postponing the start date, inPath and the CSB worked to extend 

Residency 2 and forego Residency 3 where possible. This change was made 

to ensure that students and educators had access to as many artist residency 

weeks as possible, while reducing the number of visiting artists entering into 

Eeyou communities.

The following communities engaged in extended residencies following the 

winter break:

• Whapmagoostui - Cedar-Eve Peters - 7 weeks

• Wemindji - Francine Cunningham - 10 weeks

• Eastmain - Jossée Bernier - 9 weeks

• Oujé-Bougoumou - Luis Mejicano (SPIN) & Kailan Huet - 10 weeks

• Waswanipi - Christian Monias (CJAY GRiZ) & Franklin Moar (Vangorian) - 10 weeks

Following the changes to residency schedules, the CSB and inPath teams 

pivoted initial project plans to adapt to longer project timelines. The extended 

residencies and adapted schedule presented a unique opportunity to provide 

classrooms with artist continuity, with some artists staying for up to 10 weeks, 

and others doing multiple residencies in the same community. This continuity 

provided artists, students, and teachers the time and space to build strong 

relationships. 

Jossée Bernier, who completed Residency 1 in Eastmain as a secondary artist, 

and returned as a solo artist for an extended Residency 2, highlighted the benefit 

of spending more time in the same school: 

“Getting to work multiple residencies within the school allowed me to 

develop a trusting relationship with the students and helped pave a way 

for safety and curiosity. Many students did not think they had the skills 

to sew onto photos, but once they were shown how to and supported, 

they took to it with confidence. Being able to work with them closely 

allowed us to develop a trusting relationship.” 

– Jossée Bernier, inPath Artist 

“I think that our ability to work 
together helped us adapt to 
the reality that came with low 
attendance rates and the last 

minute changes.” 

– Mikw Chiyâm Teacher,

Nemaska
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Collaborating with  
Eeyou Artists 
Through inPath’s professional artist roster and N’we Jinan 

ArtWorks Program (ArtWorks)*, and with support from the 

English Language Arts Network’s (ELAN) Local Artist Micro-

Grants, the number of Eeyou artists working in the classroom has 

increased over the years. 

During the 2021-2022 program year, Mikw Chiyâm engaged 16 

Eeyou artists at varying levels in the classroom. This included 

Youth Artist Assistants (YAAs), Emerging Artists (EAs), Young 

Professional Artists (YPAs), Lead Artists, Local Artists, and 

Knowledge Keepers. As programming continues, we are watching 

former Mikw Chiyâm students become Youth Artist Assistants 

and Emerging Artists become Young Professional Artists who 

eventually facilitate Mikw Chiyâm residencies.

Ý Funded through Employment and Social Development Canada (ESDC)

Working with local Knowledge 
Keepers & Cree culture teachers
Lindy Moar a local knowledge keeper and storyteller, joined 

Whitney French’s residency in Nemaska to share stories with the 

classes by a fire. 

James Dixon the Cree culture teacher in Waswanipi, joined Peatr 

Thomas and Grayden Vanden Heuvel’s residency in Waswanipi, 

teaching students how to build their own frames and stretch 

canvases for their paintings.

Between 2020-2022, we engaged with fewer Local Artists and Knowledge Keepers due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22

Residency Artists - - - - - 3 5

Emerging Artists in Residency - - 1 1 4 6 4

Youth Artist Assistants - - - 13 10 7 7

Local Artists & Knowledge Keepers - 5 4 1 9 2 2

Total - 5 5 15 23 18 18

Eeyou Artist Engagement from 2015 – Present
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Skill Building through 
the ArtWorks Program
N’we Jinan ArtWorks* is an inPath skill-building program that 

uses arts as a foundation for developing transferable skills 

and connecting with mentors and peers, as they gain work 

experience in creative sectors.

In 2021-22, a total of 21 Eeyou artists participated in the 

ArtWorks Program, with 13 working in the Mikw Chiyâm 

classroom. Many of these Eeyou artists have been connected 

to inPath programs for multiple years, either in the classroom 

or through career pathways programming. Over the next year, 

ArtWorks will continue to strengthen the network of youth 

and create more spaces for peer-to-peer support, opening 

opportunities for youth to  find their place in the many 

creative communities available to them.

Youth Artist Assistants (YAA)
Jared Linton - former Mikw Chiyâm student

Johnny Swallow - former Mikw Chiyâm student

Cherish Wapachee - former Mikw Chiyâm student

Josephine Diamond 

Reshawn Iserhoff - former Mikw Chiyâm student

Sylvain Gilpin 

Prestin Shecapio 

Emerging Artists (EA)
Sara Gunner - former Mikw Chiyâm student, former YAA

Daniel Neeposh - former Mikw Chiyâm student, former YAA

Jessika Danyluk  - Mikw Chiyâm student

Mariame Hasni - former Mikw Chiyâm local artist

Trey Turner - former Mikw Chiyâm student

Silas Katapatuk (Slice) - former N'we Jinan participant

Franklin “Vangorian” Moar - former Mikw Chiyâm student, former YAA

Jossée Bernier

Kim Wapachee  - former Mikw Chiyâm student

Siibii Petawabano (Angel Baribeau) - former Mikw Chiyâm student

Young Professional Artists (YPA)
Christian Monias (CJAY GRiZ) 

Charly Gilpin - former Mikw Chiyâm local artist 

Vanessa Stephen - former Mikw Chiyâm local artist

Scott Wabano - former ArtWorks EA 

Ý N'we Jinan ArtWorks is funded through a Youth Employment & Skills Strategy (YESS) grant from Employment and Social Development Canada 
(ESDC). The ArtWorks Program will provide participants with access to job-readiness training and guidance, supporting youth in gaining valuable 
career and facilitation experience until June 2023.

“Continuous programming for all 
the EAs and YPAs is important 
because we get to see a rise of 
youth thriving and it creates so 

much love and inspiration.”

– ArtWorks participant
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The Youth Artist 
Assistant Program
During the ongoing school closures, inPath worked to pivot the 

Youth Artist Assistant (YAA) Program* to ensure that YAAs were 

able to stay engaged and continue learning, despite disruptions to 

in-person work.

inPath’s YAA Program Coordinator, Azure Robertson and YAA 

Youth Lead, Sara Gunner (a former Mikw Chiyâm student), provided 

online meetup spaces and independent art hours for the Mikw 

Chiyâm Youth Artist Assistants. These alternative program 

activities aimed to keep YAAs engaged and supported while 

providing opportunities to meet their weekly hours.

The meetup spaces focused on connection and network building, 

skill building for employability, and the development of the YAAs’ 

creative practice. Each meetup centered on a guiding question 

aimed to engage YAAs in reflection, conversation, and peer-

to-peer learning. These meetups were so generative and well 

attended that they continued on a weekly basis upon the return to 

in-class instruction.

In addition to meetups, YAAs were provided with up to two hours 

per day of personal art practice time. YAAs were required to upload 

examples of their personal work to Google Drive, as well as share 

their progress and practice in meetup spaces in order to invoice for 

these hours. From these personal art working times, many YAAs 

began developing their portfolios and honing their artistic voice 

and practice. Some were able to bring this knowledge into the Mikw 

Chiyâm classroom to support youth in the program.

Ý Funded through the N'we Jinan ArtWorks Program.

Examples of Guiding Questions:

How can I be proactive and helpful in the classroom?

What are the goals I hope to achieve by being a YAA?

What attitudes or behaviors support creativity and 

innovative thinking? 

"I felt like I grew as an artist and was 
given more opportunities to paint more 

and learn other types of art."

- 2021-2022 YAA
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In lieu of an in-person training week, inPath offered 

virtual workshops, training, and connection opportunities 

throughout the 2021-22 school year. In addition to virtual 

events, inPath Educational Consultants, Sabrina Bejba 

and Ashley Gagné, and CSB Arts Consultant, Boutaina El 

Kohen, offered continued and ongoing support to Mikw 

Chiyâm teachers throughout the school year in 1-on-1 and 

small group meetings.

inPath Educational Consultants also supported teachers 

during school closures so they could adapt programming 

to the realities of online learning. Though the program 

looked different in the absence of artist residencies and 

a physical classroom, Mikw Chiyâm teachers were able to 

engage learners in creative ways to continue to provide 

an artistic outlet despite school closures. 

With COVID-19 restrictions lifted towards the end of the 

school year, inPath staff began visiting communities, 

allowing educational consultants, teachers, students, 

and artists to connect and learn in-person.

inPath
Training & Support

Professional Learning 
Community (PLC) Meet-Ups
To accommodate the different PED day schedules in communities, 

two occurrences of PLCs were offered to ensure that all Mikw Chiyâm 

teachers could attend without disrupting their in-class schedule.

PLC #1: Centering Student Voices
Dates: January 28th and January 31st, 2022. 

Facilitators: Sabrina Bejba, Ashley Gagné and Boutaina El Kohen, with 

special guest speaker, inPath artist, Cindy Paul. 

Highlights: Cindy Paul shared effective practices in setting students 

up for success, creating a welcoming classroom environment, and 

the importance of listening. Teachers were also guided through an art 

appreciation activity (Québec Education Program Competency 3), and 

were invited to share their own personal practices and resources for 

bringing art appreciation into the classroom.

PLC #2: Independent Project’s PLC 
Dates: February 18th and 21st, 2022. 

Facilitators: Sabrina Bejba, Ashley Gagné and Boutaina El Kohen

Highlights: This practical workshop introduced Mikw Chiyâm teachers to 

the structure and timing of Mikw Chiyâm independent projects and. inPath’s 

Materials Coordinator, Llin Owen, familiarized teachers with the materials 

ordering process. As there are many new Mikw Chiyâm teachers in the 2021-

22 school year,  the introduction was the first time many teachers learned 

about the Mikw Chiyâm independent project. 

PLC #3: Student Feedback PLC 
Dates: March 28th, 2022

Facilitators: Sabrina Bejba, Ashley Gagné and Boutaina El Kohen 

Highlights: This PLC introduced teachers to effective and creative 

methods of collecting student feedback, which is an integral part of 

building responsive programming.
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Facilitator Training 
Sessions
Between October 2021 and April 2022, inPath offered facilitator 

training sessions to teachers and artists. The workshops were 

focused on building effective arts facilitation practices inside the 

classroom.

FTS # 1: Residency Facilitation
Dates: October 21, 2021

Facilitators: Sabrina Bejba & Ashley Gagné

Highlights: This facilitator training introduced participants to 

guiding questions and project steps, and explained how to build 

a supportive community in the classroom by planning effectively 

and balancing structure and choice. Participants also worked 

with the experiential learning cycle, and learned how to integrate 

this into the classroom.

FTS #2: Resurgence  
Dates: February 21, 2022 

Facilitator: Christine M’lot 

Highlights: Anishinaabe teacher, curriculum developer and 

author, Christine M’lot shared collectively generated wisdom 

and knowledge from her new textbook, Resurgence: Indigenous 

Narratives & Cultural Expressions in and Beyond the Classroom. 

Resurgence is an inspiring collection of contemporary Indigenous 

poetry, art, and narratives that guides teachers in bridging existing 

K–12 curricula with Indigenous voices and pedagogies. Christine 

also led participants through what 'Indigenous Education' is, 

shared Indigenous content that can be used in classrooms, and 

discussed Indigenous learning processes.

FTS #3: Healing Informed Practices
Dates: April 21, 2022

Facilitator: Brianna Oversby

Highlights: inPath hosted a facilitator training focused on 

integrating healing-informed practices in the classroom. The 

session incorporated practical tips and tools from inPath’s 

Indigenous pedagogy designer and facilitator, Brianna Oversby.

Other Learning 
Opportunities
Teacher/Artist Meetups
In addition to formalized training offered to teachers and artists 

through PLCs and facilitator training, inPath created five meetup 

spaces for individuals to connect on guiding questions, providing 

opportunities for peer-to-peer learning and problem solving.

ArtSpace Meetups
inPath artists facilitated five ArtSpace meetups. These optional 

events were open to all Mikw Chiyâm teachers as well as the inPath 

community. They invited attendees to learn new art mediums and 

practice different styles of facilitation.

Skillshare & Masterclass
inPath provided all members of its community, including 

Mikw Chiyâm teachers, the opportunity to access a one-year 

subscription to Skillshare and Masterclass. These online learning 

platforms give users access to extensive libraries of classes and 

workshops in a variety of disciplines. 
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Average Mikw Chiyâm Program Student

Average School Student (including Mikw Chiyâm students)

Nurturing Retention 
Attendance & Grades Data

84% 78%

Average 
Attendance RateGrade Average

Whapmagoostui

72% 65%

Average 
Attendance RateGrade Average

Chisasibi

74% 73%

Average 
Attendance RateGrade Average

Wemindji

Eastmain

67%
54%

Average 
Attendance RateGrade Average

Term 1 
(This Year)

Term 2 
(This Year)

Total Average 
(This Year)

Term 1 
(This Year)

Term 2 
(This Year)

Total Average 
(This Year)

Term 1 
(This Year)

Term 2 
(This Year)

Total Average 
(This Year)

Term 1 
(This Year)

Term 2 
(This Year)

Total Average 
(This Year)

74%75% 74%

66% 66%66%

53%
59% 55%

46% 47%50%

50%
59% 54%

46% 50%
57%

54%57% 56%

48% 51%55%
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75%

61%

73%

49%

Average 
Attendance Rate

Average 
Attendance Rate

Grade Average

Grade Average

Nemaska

Waskaganish

71% 69%

Average 
Attendance RateGrade Average

Mistissini

75% 69%

Average 
Attendance RateGrade Average

Waswanipi

Oujé-Bougoumou
80% 80%

Average 
Attendance RateGrade Average

Term 1 
(This Year)

Term 1 
(This Year)

Term 2 
(This Year)

Term 2 
(This Year)

Total Average 
(This Year)

Total Average 
(This Year)

Term 1 
(This Year)

Term 2 
(This Year)

Total Average 
(This Year)

Term 1 
(This Year)

Term 2 
(This Year)

Total Average 
(This Year)

Term 1 
(This Year)

Term 2 
(This Year)

Total Average 
(This Year)

Ý Mikw Chiyâm students’ grades are not a subset of the overall average of students’ grades. 

59%

70%

65%
63% 66%

69%

64%67% 66%

50% 54%59%

55%61% 57%

47% 51%56%

58%62% 59%

54% 56%
61%

68%66% 67%

51% 54%62%
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Whapmagoostui
Badabin Eeyou School
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75 Student Participants

4 Years of Programming

Duration 6 weeks

Artists Christian Monias (CJAY GRiZ) & 
Silas Katapatuk (Slice)

Art Medium Music & sound production

Guiding Question What sounds do you feel?

Project Students created their own beats using 

loops as lego blocks to create patterns and build the 

students’ confidence in music production. Some students 

experimented with lyric writing as well as recording and 

mixing their own sounds.

Duration 5 weeks

Artists Cedar-Eve Peters & Jessica Canard

Art Medium Drawing, painting, illustration, collage, 

multimedia 2D, mural & large-format painting

Guiding Question What are the things we like that I 

want to share with the school to spread good vibes?

Project Students created a collective wheatpaste mural 

using symbols that represent things they like. Students cut 

out their drawings with an exacto-knife and used wheatpaste 

to hang their art in a collective mural in the school’s stairwell.

Duration 2 weeks (continued from R2)

Artist Cedar-Eve Peters 

Art Medium Drawing, painting, illustration, collage, 

multimedia 2D

Guiding Question What inspires me? (The class 

motto was 'the weirder, the better'.)

Project Students created small designs and transformed 
them into wearable/functional art such as pins, keychains, 
and magnets.

1

2

3

Residencies

Teacher Danyelle Orwick
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Whapmagoostui



Index

Chisasibi
James Bay Eeyou School
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71 Student Participants

6 Years of Programming

Duration 6 weeks

Artist Steve Haining

Art Medium Photography

Guiding Question Where is my pride?

Project Students used newly learned photography skills 

and techniques to practice storytelling through photography 

and assembled portraits and photos into storytelling books 

or mobiles.

Duration 7 weeks

Artist Peatr Thomas

Art Medium Drawing, painting, illustration, collage, 

multimedia 2D, mural creation

Guiding Question What do you see in a better future / 

How do you balance your life?

Project Some students created stencils and used spray 

paint to create large murals on plywood, while others used 

stencils and other techniques to create handmade canvases.

Duration 3 weeks with local artist workshops

Artist Christian Monias (CJAY GRiZ)

Art Medium Beatmaking

Guiding Question What is your sound?

Project Students explored sounds in nature and different 

environments. They learned how to create collective 

rhythms in a group through jam sessions and also learned 

how to use the Artiphon Orba, a small handheld looper 

instrument.

Local Artist Placement Franklin Moar (Vangorian)

1

2

3

Residencies

Teacher Chris Robertson



Mikw Chiyȃm Year in Review 21/22  20Index

Chisasibi
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Wemindji
Maquatua Eeyou School
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38 Student Participants

3 Years of Programming

Duration 6 weeks

Artist Jessica Canard

Art Medium Multimedia, garment printing, tie-dyeing, 

appliqué, beading, spray paint, embroidery

Guiding Question What makes you, you?

Project Expressing themselves through fashion, students 

designed and decorated white hoodie sweatshirts using a 

variety of media and tools.

Duration 10 weeks

Artist Francine Cunningham

Art Medium Drawing, painting, illustration, collage, 

multimedia 2D

Guiding Question What makes art fun?

Project Students explored different techniques of 

abstract painting through a series of mini abstract art, 

including resin casting, acrylic pouring, painting with 

balloons, and alcohol ink paintings covered with resin.

1

2

Residencies

Teacher Mike Morris
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Eastmain
Wabannutao Eeyou School

44 Student Participants

3 Years of Programming

Teacher Melisa Williams

Duration 6 weeks

Artists Ila Barker & Jossée Bernier

Art Medium Songwriting & music production, 

multimedia visual art

Guiding Question 
How did I make it this far / How do I keep going?

Project Students completed visual art pieces and 

participated in songwriting & recording activities in response 

to the guiding question.

Duration 9 weeks

Artist Jossée Bernier

Art Medium Photography, video, podcast, animation, 

sewing, beading, embroidery, fashion design

Guiding Question What do you connect to?

Project Students took photos of something they felt a 

connection to and embellished the printed photograph with 

embroidery. 

1

2

Residencies
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Waskaganish
École Wiinibekuu School
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24 Student Participants

Teacher Rupen Parmar

6 Years of Programming

Duration 6 weeks

Artists Charly Gilpin & Scott Wabano

Art Medium Textiles & multimedia

Guiding Question What is your badge of ________? 

(students filled in the blank themselves)

Project Students created patches based on their own 

responses to the guiding question. They began by creating 

mood boards of images that represented their chosen 

theme and brought their designs and patterns to life using 

embroidery, beading, appliqué, sewing, and painting, among 

other techniques.

Duration 4 weeks (virtual)

Artist Paul Napash

Art Medium Music production, songwriting, beatmaking

Guiding Question How do I express my _____ through 

music? Students filled in the blank themselves.

Project This virtual residency introduced students to 

Logic Pro through Microsoft Teams and completed tutorial 

videos that guided them through music production skills.

Duration 6 weeks

Artist Steve Haining

Art Medium Photography, multimedia

Guiding Question 
What connects me to my community?

Project Students learned photography basics, 

composition and lighting skills. They used those skills to take 

photos around the community that answered the guiding 

question. While on photo walks, they collected sticks and 

materials to build a multimedia photo mobile. 

1

2

3

Residencies

YAAs Josephine Diamond & 
Reshawn Iserhoff
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Nemaska
Luke Mettaweskum School
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19 Student Participants

5 Years of Programming

Residencies

Teacher Lylyane Lamothe

YAA Cherish Wapachee

Duration 6 weeks

Artist Milan André Boronell

Art Medium Music & sound production, visual arts, 

multimedia

Guiding Question What is existence?

Project Students created a 10-song album accompanied 

by visual artworks that reflected on how the music they 

created made them feel. The album combines student voice 

recordings, sounds from walks and in class, as well as lyrics 

written by the students.

Duration 6 weeks

Artist Whitney French

Art Medium Creative writing, poetry, zine making, 

drawing, painting, illustration, collage, multimedia 

Guiding Question 
What are the stories we are hungry for?

Project Students responded to a variety of story 

prompts, games, and activities and then created visual 

representations in a three-dimensional diorama using 

plasticine, felt, cardboard, etc.

1

2
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Mistissini
Voyageur Memorial High School
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118 Student Participants

Teacher Marcela Henriquez

YAA Jared Linton & 
Johnny Swallow

7 Years of Programming

Duration 6 weeks

Artist Cindy Paul

Art Medium Songwriting & music production 

Guiding Question 
What does music bring to your life?

Project Through brainstorming and writing activities, 

students collectively chose the theme and wrote the lyrics 

for two songs. They then collaborated on recording and 

mixing the song, and created visual artwork responding to 

the same themes.

Duration 5 weeks

Artist Melanie Garcia

Art Medium Drawing, painting, illustration, collage, 

multimedia 2D, sewing, beading, embroidery, fashion design

Guiding Question What represents me?

Project Students worked on collage projects while 

attending online from home, and designed & decorated 

a drawstring bag (cycle 1) or shirt (cycle 2) while in the 

classroom, using fabric dye, embroidery, Cricut stencils, 

spray paint, paint markers, beading, etc.

1

2

Residencies
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Oujé-Bougoumou
Waapihtiiwewan School
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44 Student Participants

Duration 10 weeks

Artists Luis Mejicano (SPIN) & Kailan Huet

Art Medium Creative writing, poetry, spoken word

Guiding Question  What affirms me?

Project Prompted by the guiding question, this project 

invited students to get comfortable with expressing 

themselves through poetry.

2 Years of Programming

Duration 6 weeks

Artist Cedar-Eve Peters

Art Medium Beading & multimedia

Guiding Question If I could speak to my ancestors, 

what would I say?

Project Students completed several multimedia art 

projects, including beading on mini self-portraits, paint 

markers on Edward Curtis photographs, beaded patches, 

and a combination of media (beading, marker, embroidery) 

on photographs.

1

2

Residencies

Teacher Jeff MacNeil

YAA 
Prestin Shecapio-Blacksmith
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Waswanipi
Willie J. Happyjack 
Memorial School
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51 Student Participants

2 Years of Programming

Duration 6 weeks

Artists Peatr Thomas & Grayden Vanden Heuvel

Art Medium Canvas painting

Guiding Question Where do you see yourself helping/

being part of your community?

Project Students experimented with spray paint, 

Procreate (a digital drawing app) and other materials to 

learn about different painting and lettering techniques. 

They built and stretched their own canvases with the help 

of Cree Culture teacher, James Dixon. Students also painted 

on teepee shaped canvases that were showcased in areas 

throughout the school.

Duration 10 weeks

Artists Christian Monias (CJAY GRiZ) & 
Franklin Moar (Vangorian)

Art Medium Music production, songwriting, beatmaking

Guiding Question What’s your personal rhythm?

Project Students answered the guiding question by 

working on individual sound projects, including through 

experimentation with LogicPro, FL Studio, and GarageBand.  

They also created beats and instrumental music, with the 

option of adding vocal elements.

1

2

Residencies

Teacher Lisette Costanzo



Mikw Chiyȃm Year in Review 21/22  34Index

Waswanipi



Mikw Chiyȃm Year in Review 21/22  35Index

A Note From inPath’s 
Director of Programming
As the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic had a continued impact on 

Mikw Chiyâm in the 2021-22 school year, inPath extends its deep 

gratitude to the artists, teachers, administrators, support staff and 

school board members for their immense adaptability over the past 

two years. The Mikw Chiyâm Program would not be possible without 

your ongoing commitment to support youth in growing creatively. 

While the year was not without challenges, this flexibility meant 

that Mikw Chiyâm could continue to offer creative spaces for youth 

during periods of deep uncertainty.

As we look forward to the 2022-23 school year with easing COVID-19 

restrictions, we recognize that the pandemic has impacted each 

community differently. Going forward, we will work alongside the 

Cree School Board and individual school teams to understand and 

implement the program in the way that best suits the community. 

This includes understanding and adapting to reduced staff and 

housing capacity where necessary. 

Additionally, we are looking forward to returning to effective 

programming practices that have been developed over the 

past seven years, and resuming activities to support the 

transition to locally-run programming. This includes:

• Resuming in-person administrative visits

• Returning to application-based program admittance

• Resuming open studio times

• Reactivating Mikw Chiyâm’s advisory committee

• Offering in-person knowledge transfer to the CSB’s 

internal arts consultants

The programs are truly a reflection of the communities within 

which they take place, and it has been beautiful to watch 

each program grow and adapt to the needs of each individual 

community. 

We look forward to seeing what the Mikw Chiyâm youth create 

in the 2022-23 school year!

Thank you, 

Julia Therrien 

Director of Programming, inPath
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