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Mission
inPath is a learning organization that weaves
creative networks to disrupt inequitable
systems to better serve Indigenous youth.

Vision
A world where everyone has equitable
access to creative learning that sparks the
fire of curiosity, connection and agency.

Directors'
Welcome
2020 has been marked by the celebration of five years of inPath
programming. It has brought many wonderful full-circle moments,
inspiring us to reflect on our growth as an organization and on the
impact our programs continue to have on youth. It's amazing to see
students who worked with us in the first few years of programming
now entering their twenties and pursuing careers in the arts. On pages
15-22, you’ll read about their artistic achievements this past year and,
most importantly, how they are setting incredible examples for the
next generation of creative leaders.
This year has also been a test of our organization’s creativity and
willingness to adapt. When news of the pandemic hit, plans for our
biggest celebration of the year halted — we realized we would no
longer be bringing 400 youth to Montreal to celebrate, connect,
and inspire one another. In response, we piloted a weekly show
dedicated to showcasing youth talent, and we shipped care packages
to all participating youth to celebrate their incredible talents and
contributions. We continue to reach out to youth to build meaningful
connections through art.
We are proud to have a strong, national network of artists, community
collaborators, and partner organizations that make connecting to
youth through art possible. We are proud of our team, inspired by the
youth we work with, and look forward to seeing the range of ways that
music and art will continue to bridge connections, build confidence,
and create opportunities for Indigenous youth.
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What We Do
As a team of pedagogy, programming, and logistics experts
committed to the transformative power of creative processes, we
facilitate connections between schools, artists, communities, and
the creative sector.

#63 of the Truth & Reconciliation Commission's "Calls to Action"
“We call upon the Council of Ministers of Education, Canada to maintain an
annual commitment to Aboriginal education issues, including: i. Developing
and implementing Kindergarten to Grade Twelve curriculum and learning
resources on Aboriginal peoples in Canadian history, and the history and legacy
of residential schools. ii. Sharing information and best practices on teaching
curriculum related to residential schools and Aboriginal history. iii. Building

We design and implement creative programs, workshops and

student capacity for intercultural understanding, empathy, and mutual respect.

learning experiences alongside Indigenous communities. These

iv. Identifying teacher-training needs relating to the above.

connections and programs create opportunities for youth to
share their stories widely, connect with their peers and build skills
that extend beyond the walls of the classroom.
As a training hub for professional artists, we provide employment
opportunities for creatives who are committed to honing and
sharing their practice while expanding their knowledge in
facilitation and leadership.

Our Responsibility
We build sustainable relationships with the communities and
schools with which we work. Our program maintains a longterm outlook, supporting young artists throughout their journey.
We design resources and processes intentionally, guided by an
understanding that community-driven programming is the goal.
We feel a deep sense of responsibility for the relationships we
facilitate between Indigenous youth and those committed to
uplifting their voices. We operate with gratitude for the trust that
has been placed in us by the communities we serve.
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“I am thankful for the opportunity to have
had N'we Jinan come in and change the
lives of our students. We have unearthed
some very talented students.”
- School Feedback, Carry the Kettle

Our Programs

N’we Jinan
Mobile Production Studio
Students work alongside professional musicians, and producers over the course of
a week to learn about sound recording, music production, songwriting, voice and
performance. They write and perform songs that are produced into music videos and
shared across our social media platforms.

Integrative Arts Program
Over the course of three to six weeks, students participate in a collaborative art-making
experience through which they develop transferable skills that serve them beyond the
walls of the classroom. Professional artists guide them through creative processes,
inviting them to dream up ideas and then bring those ideas to life through art and music.

Mikw Chiyâm
Arts Concentration Program
Designed with the Cree School Board, this full-year program includes arts-based
residencies that are integrated into the curriculum and provide students with course
credits. inPath artists guide students through art and music-making processes and
support them in building a range of skills along the way.
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N'we Jinan

Mobile Production Studio
130 Student Participants
15 Artist Residencies

(8 postponed due to COVID-19)

92 Days of Programming
14 Communities

N'we Jinan

Integrative Arts
778 Student Participants
13 Artist Residencies
235 Days of Programming
9 Communities

Mikw Chiyâm

Arts Concentration

2019/20

Programming

248 Student Participants
25 Artist Residencies

(7 postponed due to COVID-19)

500 Days of Programming
7 Communities
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Staying Connected
Through Creativity

YouTube Tutorial Series

With COVID-19 disrupting plans for the year, including many of

inPath’s staff and artists have responded to the lack of in-person

our residencies and our beloved annual festival, members of the

learning opportunities by leveraging social media platforms

Working in partnership with the Cree School Board and the English Language

inPath community—including staff, inPath artists, youth and our

as digital skill-building tools. Through these networks we have

Arts Network, we created our first series of step-by-step tutorial videos exploring

partners—have collaborated to ensure that youth and artists with

continued to deliver tutorials and lessons while maintaining the

photography, printmaking, beading, spoken word, and poetry, among other skills.

whom we work remain connected through art.

social connection and group engagement naturally generated

Many of the videos include a project plan, a lesson plan, and a project rubric to support

through our in-community residencies.

teachers in their transition to online learning.
To learn more visit the inPath YouTube page.

This series includes:

N’we Jinan Windcarriers Challenge
In response to the cancellation of our annual festival, we launched the N’we Jinan
Windcarriers Challenge in early May. The weekly show and social media campaign invites



42 videos



14 learning guides for students and teachers



17 participating artists

artists and youth to share their art through Facebook Live; creating a space for them to talk
about creative processes and dive into conversations about identity, connection to land,
culture and language, among other important topics.
Each week, we invited youth to participate in a creative challenge. Students from farreaching communities submitted their work and, in some cases, reached out directly to
artists to share their personal experiences of the pandemic. The challenge drew audiences
from all over the world.

COVID-19 Indigenous Content Coalition
with the Rumie Initiative



18 episodes over 5 months



15 guest artists



44k+ views



105 artistic submissions

and educators. The content, ranging from yoga classes to scavenger hunts to resources for



13 different countries tuned in

mental health, continues to be accessible to serve Indigenous youth and families from coast to

We are honoured to have been invited to contribute to the Rumie Initiative’s efforts to provide
online access to learning for Indigenous youth. Alongside 15+ organizations, we joined a
COVID-19 Indigenous Content Coalition to deliver no-cost digital resources for youth, families,

coast. Opportunities like this help us strengthen cross-community collaborations as we work
With support from the Chamandy Foundation, TakingITGlobal and Vans, the N’we Jinan
Windcarriers Challenge has allowed inPath to feature the work of young creatives, and
provide exciting prizes along the way.
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2019/20

Program Reach

N’we Jinan

N’we Jinan

British Columbia
Ditidaht Community School
Ditidaht First Nation, Ditidaht

British Columbia
Neqweyqwelsten School
Simpcw, Chu Chua

Kitasoo Community School
Kitasoo/Xai'xais First Nations, Klemtu

Cache Creek Elementary School
Stuxtéws, Cache Creek

Outma Sqilx'w Cultural School
Syilx/Okanagan, Penticton

Cayoosh Elementary School
Stétemc, Lillooet

Tl'etinqox School
Tsilhqot'in Nation, Tl’etinqox

Nisga'a Elementary Secondary School
Nisga'a Nation, Gitlaxt'aamiks

I Count School
Wetʼsuwetʼen Nation, Witset

Eke Me-Xi Learning Centre
Gwa’sala-‘Nakwaxda’xw Nation, Port Hardy

Saskatchewan
Nakota Oyate Education Centre
Carry the Kettle Nakoda Nation, Carry the Kettle

Prince George High School
Takla First Nation Band Office, Prince George

Integrative Arts

inPath is committed to building sustainable programming
with our school and community partners.

* In 2020, we postponed 15 programs due to the pandemic.
Learn more about our Covid-19 response on page 11.

Ontario
Wasaho Cree Nation School
Fort Severn First Nation, Fort Severn

1,156

Eenchokay Birchstick School
Pikangikum First Nation, Pikangikum

Student
Participants

Quebec
St. Willibrord Elementary School
Chateauguay

Mobile Production Studio

Seabird Island Community School
Seabird Island First Nation, Agassiz
Sk'il' Mountain Community School
St'at'imc Nation, Shalalth
Alberta
Sunchild First Nation School
Sunchild First Nation, Sunchild
Ontario
Lawrence Wesley Education Centre
Cat Lake First Nation, Cat Lake
Mamawmatawa Holistic Education Centre
Constance Lake First Nation, Constance Lake
Migizi Miigwanan Secondary School
Long Lake 58 First Nation, Longlac
Victoria Linklater Memorial School
North Spirit Lake First Nation, North Spirit Lake
Keewaytinook Okimakanak
Keewaytinook Okimakanak Board of Education,
Thunder Bay

827

Newfoundland & Labrador
Mushuau Innu Natuashish School
Innu Nation, Natuashish

Days of
Artist-Run
Programming

Mikw Chiyâm

Arts Concentration
Quebec
James Bay Eeyou School
Cree Nation, Chisasibi
Wabannutao Eeyou School
Cree Nation, Eastmain

31
Participating
Communities

Voyageur Memorial High School
Cree Nation, Mistissini

5

Communities

have sustained
programming for

have sustained
programming for

5+ Years
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13

Communities

2+ Years

Luke Mettaweskum School
Cree Nation, Nemaska
École Wiinibekuu School
Cree Nation, Waskaganish
Maquatua Eeyou School
Cree Nation, Wemindji
Badabin Eeyou School
Cree Nation, Whapmagoostui
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Rising Stars
Our programs are designed to light a spark that will encourage youth to recognize
their own creative potential. Often youth move through multiple years of inPath
programming building skills, confidence, and connections as they go.
We’re proud to highlight the achievements of three graduates of our programs
who have taken their creative practice to the next level as they move into the
professional world. Topping music charts, winning awards, and giving media
interviews are just a few of the ways these rising stars are establishing themselves
as role models for the next generation of creative makers.

“My favourite moment was the excitement that
I felt while standing in the recording booth. I
was scared and it showed, but it was something
new and I really enjoyed experiencing that.”
- Student, Carry the Kettle
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In 2015, the Mikw Chiyâm program was piloted in the
community of Mistissini, where Angel was a grade 7
student. Though Angel recognized the connection they
felt to music and art, they weren’t sure they could see a
future for themself in the arts.
“I always felt like I wasn’t brave enough, especially
for things that I found challenging during the Mikw
Chiyâm program, I wrote “I can be brave” on a piece
of cardboard and I still have it hung up in my room. It
became my mantra.”
Now a confident and fearless singer/songwriter, Angel
has released their debut single, ‘Love is Up the River,’
reaching the top 10 on the Indigenous music charts,
along with two music videos racking up thousands of

"

When I realized that
being creative is almost
in your blood, and when
I had the opportunity to
grow those skills, a lot
opened up for me.

"

views. The songs are defined by Angel’s powerhouse
vocals and thoughtful lyrics exploring their voyage of
self-discovery. Accompanying the release of their EP, For
Those I Love(d), they were featured by CBC Indigenous,
and on the front cover of The Nation magazine.

Rising Star
Angel Baribeau
Angel Baribeau is a musician, an educator, an inPath team member,
and the first former Mikw Chiyâm student to become an artistin-residence with the program. Their journey into stardom and
community leadership represents the potential of not just our
programs, but of investing in art education for youth everywhere.
In 2014, Co-Executive Director David Hodges toured the Cree Nation
creating music with students in an early version of what would
become the N'we Jinan Mobile Production Studio program. The
first N’we Jinan album, Eeyou Istchee, was released following that
tour, featuring Angel’s vocals. It reached #1 overnight on the iTunes

Angel with a student in Whapmagoostui for a songwriting residency.

Canada Charts.
2020 also saw Angel’s debut as a Mik w Chiyâm artistin-residence, facilitating two three-week collaborative
residencies as a Seed Artist. In addition, they worked as
Hear more from Angel at:
angelbaribeau.com
Follow Angel on Instagram at:
@angelbaribeaumusic

a Youth Project Lead for the first-ever Uusdaadaouw:
Let’s Build project (supported by the RBC Future Launch
Challenge), and are working with inPath to help develop
the brand new ArtWorks program. With their unique
perspective as a participating student and now as a
program facilitator and artist, Angel continues to inspire
youth through mentorship and creative expression.
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At the 2017 launch event for the Silent War album, Violet
was interviewed by a journalist from CBC. The two kept
in touch and the journalist later suggested that Violet
audition for a role in an upcoming film being directed by
Elle-Máijá Tailfeathers and Kathleen Hepburn.

Still from 'The Body Remembers When the World Broke Open',
Violet Nelson (left), Elle-Maija Tailfeathers (right).

With encouragement from her mother, Violet auditioned

Rising Star
Violet Nelson
In 2019, Violet Nelson was nominated for Best Lead Actress
(8th Canadian Screen Awards) for her performance in 'The Body
Remembers When the World Broke Open'.

Body Remembers When the World Broke Open’.
The film was shown at a number of festivals throughout
2019 and 2020 and received tremendous critical
and a win for Best Dramatic Feature at the ImagiNATIVE
Film and Media Arts Festival. Most notably, Violet herself
was nominated for Best Actress in a Canadian Film at

N’we Jinan’s Mobile Production Studio in 2017, where she, as part of

the Vancouver Film Critics Circle and Best Actress at the

a group of nine students from the Surrey School Board, wrote and

Canadian Screen Awards.

Jinan Volume 5: The Silent War. ‘Hide & Seek’ addresses themes
of cultural loss and Indigenous youth empowering themselves to
discover more about who they are.

As an artist I think
of myself as a role
model to other
youth; thinking of
them pushes me
to work harder.

acclaim, including a spot on Canada’s Top Ten list at TIFF,

We first got to know Violet as a high school student participating in

starred in the music video for ‘Hide & Seek,’ which appeared on N’we

"

and was cast as Rosie, one of two leading women in ‘The

Violet has also appeared in an episode of ‘The Twilight
Zone’, the short 'Rules for Werewolves' alongside
'Stranger Things' star Finn Wolfhard and performs as

"

Somonis in the Sci-Fi film 'Night Raiders', currently in
post-production. We were honoured to host her as a
guest on the Windcarriers Challenge show earlier this
year and we look forward to seeing more of Violet on-

The Body Remembers When the World Broke Open

screen as she continues to share her talents.

will be available for streaming
through CBC in early 2021

Violet filming The Body Remembers When The World Broke Open. Original photo by Katrin Braga.
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Now 20 years old, Matthew (who goes by Mattmac,
professionally) has performed nationally, been featured
in an AMI TV documentary and a CBC feature, and
has found opportunities for collaboration with artists
near and far, particularly through the US-based Blind
and Famous collective. During the summer of 2020,
he participated in the Canadian Songwriter Challenge
hosted by Manitoba Music, a highly selective careerbuilding program offering songwriting workshops with
music industry mentors.

Matthew performing alongside Nelly Furtado at The Forks in Winnipeg.

As his career continues to heat up, Matthew is also
releasing music on Soundcloud and Spotify regularly.
He has participated in the Windcarriers Challenge and

Rising Star
Matthew Monias
Matthew Monias first encountered N’we Jinan when the Mobile

continues to explore and expand his production skills in
his home studio with the guidance of N’we Jinan Records.
Matthew’s drive to share his music and his message of
hope and positivity is inspiring, and we are proud and
honoured to be a part of his journey.

Production Studio came to his home community of Garden Hill,
Manitoba in 2016 when he was just 16. Matthew shared at the time
that the program helped him to find confidence in doing what he
loved, which was making music. Matthew, who has been blind since
birth, often talks about the role music has played in helping him live
with his disability and fight off depression.

"

Hear more from Matthew at his Soundcloud page:
MatthewMoniasMusic

I just want to be
someone people
will look up to, and
encourage them
to do big things

Matthew being interviewed with Nelly Furtado by CTV.
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Training Week
We create training opportunities for our staff, artists, and the educators
we work with so that we can continue to be responsible guests while in the
communities we serve.
Our annual Training Week provides space for artists and educators to deepdive into conversations and workshops focused on understanding Canada’s
colonial history, engaging in approaches rooted in anti-oppression and
anti-racism, understanding “healing-informed” pedagogical processes, and
leading youth through creative processes safely and respectfully.

Skill Building
As our programs are founded on teaching strategies that
promote experiential learning and collaboration, our Training
Week is foundational to fulfilling our commitment to youth.
Artists and educators who attend Training Week learn how
to set students up for success by developing skills related to:

Creating safe(r) spaces in classrooms
Planning intentional processes
Decentralizing learning
Making learning visible
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"

We all need
to do our part
in healing our
colonial history.

"

“I am a first generation “Canadian” settler, with a Slovak mother
and an African American/Cuban father. I am grateful to be a nonIndigenous artist invited to Indigenous communities to establish
and earn trust in collaborating with their youth.
inPath programs have shown me the power that collaborating with
Indigenous youth has towards reconciliation and empowering
future generations.
Replacing ignorance and apathy with knowledge and compassion.
We all need to do our part in healing our colonial history.”
- Milan André
inPath Artist
Artist Milan André at inPath's annual Training Week.
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Training Week

2019/20

Artists & Collaborators

Building Sustainable
Creative Networks

78

Attendees *

7

25

Local Collaborators
including teachers & Elders

38

44

Professional
Artists

Artists

22

Guest
Speakers

13

Indigenous
Artists

Teachers &
School Reps

7

Local Artists
in Residency

40+

392

Hours Paid to
Local Artists
in Residency

Workshops

2

Emerging
Artists

*Including inPath team & guest speakers
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Partnerships &
Collaborations
2020 has been a year of growth for our organization in terms of our crosssectoral impact and collaboration. We are honoured to share in the success
of our programming with a growing number of partner organizations. These
collaborations have enabled us to reach more students, to employ more working
artists, and to ensure the stability and sustainability of our programs.

Thank you to our 2019-2020
funders, partners & collaborators:
James A. Burton and Family Foundation
Canada Council for the Arts
Chamandy Foundation
Cree Nation Government
Cree Nation Youth Council
Cree School Board
CultivART Indigenous Youth Mentorship Program
Eenou-Eeyou Community Foundation
English Language Arts Network: ArtistsInspire Grants
First Nations Schools Association
Government of Canada
Heritage Canada
Ottawa Community Foundation
RBC Future Launch Community Challenge
RCMP Mayerthorpe. Alberta
Rumie Initiative
Save the Children
TakingITGlobal
We Matter
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Year at a Glance

Summer
2020

This year was coloured by new partnerships, collaborations and opportunities
for inPath staff to connect with organizations across the country and, of course,
incredible celebrations of youth success.

Spring
2020

inPath
YouTube
channel is launched,

Autumn
2019

Uusdaadaouw
Project:
art initiative in
partnership with
Community Foundation

Training
Week

N'we Jinan videos

Director attends
the Salzburg

Global Forum for
Young Cultural
Innovators,

supported by Canada
Council for the Arts

featured on
the cover of
The Nation
magazine

maintaining socially

is cancelled due

distanced programming

to the pandemic

through virtual tutorials

as volunteers,
facilitators and
young leaders

inPath Head of
Pedagogy & Learning
Process speaks at
TakingITGlobal's

inPath welcomes

fireside chats

inPath joins a

Canadian
Indigenous
Content
Coalition,

with the support

Rumie Initiative

& Indigenous
event to over 200
participants

Greeting Card
Project:
A cross-sectoral

Youth from Blueberry
River First Nation
perform at the

United Nations
Declaration
of the Rights
of Indigenous
Peoples
(UNDRIP)

Cree Health Board.
students submitted
artwork, five of which

video during King's

were licensed for

College at Western

greeting cards sold
across Eeyou Istchee

of CultivART’s

Indigenous
Mentorship
Program

Collaboration with
Indigenous mental
health expert,
Frances Moore

collaboration with the
inPath Co-Executive
Directors invited
to present at B.C.

Assembly of
First Nations

support of Canada

Summer Jobs
funding

Angel Baribeau
releases debut album,
'For Those I Love(d)'

Council Conference

first B.C. Rural

features N'we Jinan

Truth & Reconciliation'

Angel
Baribeau

created with the

Art Education,

screened at the

40 Mik Chiyâm

speech on 'The Future of

Cree Nation Youth

ELAN and Concordia

spearheaded by the

w

Senator Murray Sinclair

youth attend the

N'we Jinan
Festival
& Youth
Conference

new team members

Overdose Exchange
inPath Co-Executive

Five Mik Chiyâm
w

A youth-led community

Eenou-Eeyou

inPath

Winter
2019/20

with support from

A staff position is

from We

Matter

makes important

Supported by
the Chamandy
Foundation and
TakingITGlobal, the

N'we Jinan
Windcarriers
Challenge
launches online

inPath’s Director
of Learning
Experience invited
to join Art

Volt,

a

inPath's "Strengthening

supports the creation
and delivery of care
packages for youth in
31 communities
inPath
receives $5
million to develop

N’we Jinan
ArtWorks,
a new 3-year

Concordia-based

program supported

mentorship program

by Employment and

designed to connect

Social Development

emerging artists with

The James A.
Burton and Family
Foundation supports

The Chamandy
Foundation

professional artists

Canada (ESDC)
through the Youth
Employment and
Skills Strategy
(YESS) fund

Our Roots" initiative,
including 6+ months of staff
coaching, support and the
development of equitable
hiring and on-boarding
policies and practices

resources available
to Mikw Chiyâm
teachers

As our year drew to a close, we found out that we received
three years of core funding that will help us keep the
momentum going as we continue to build supportive,
creative networks for Indigenous youth.
We look forward to sharing the next chapter with you!
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inPath.ca
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